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Fallout - Yaizu, Japan April ‘54, Aboard Fukuryu Maru (Meril Eisenbud Picture, LC)
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Preliminary surveys involve about 14,000 Japanese who were
exposed to the radiation of atomic fission. It is considered that the
group and others yet to be identified offer a unique opportunity for
the study of the medical and biological effects of radiation which is
utmost importance to the United States. Such a study should
continue for a span of time as yet undeterminable. However, the
study is beyond the scope of military and naval affairs, involving as
it does humanity in general, not only in war but in anticipated
problems of peaceful industry and agriculture. In addition,
demobilization and consequent loss of military scientific personnel
engaged in this study prevent its continuation.

A letter from Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal, who played a decisive role in establishing the 
ABCC, to President Truman dated November 18, 1946, Forrestal wrote 



ABCC Atomic Bomb Casualty Commision



“The Japanese survivors make up the only group of human 
beings in the world who have been exposed to an atomic bomb 
burst. For this reason the medical findings of the ABCC have 
important significance for scientists and for military and civil 
defense planning in the United States. The findings will be 
reported in the scientific literature and will be made available 
to the department of defense, national security resources board, 
U.S. Public health service and other agencies, who will be 
responsible for defense and relief measures in the event of an 
atomic disaster in this country.”

Atomic bomb casualty commission to continue studies of japanese atomic bomb survivors, june 18, 1950, record 
of the office of public information copies of speeches of aec officials, 1947-1974, entry 24, record group 326, 
national archives at college park, college park, Maryland.
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Project 4.1, titled "Study of Response of Human Beings exposed 
to Significant Beta and Gamma Radiation due to Fall-out from 
High-Yield Weapons." 
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M.E. Historical (3) Holmes, Kajima, Kobayashi, Nakaizumi ABCC, Hiroshima, Nov. 1954-1 (Meril Eisenbud Picture, LC)



Fallout - U.S. Embassy Tokyo, April 1954-2  (Meril Eisenbud Picture, LC)





1953 12

ABCC





AFIP







ABCC













At about 2200 hours, 23 September 1954, I was called by 
Mr.Sedgewick, of the U.S. Embassy Staff. I was asked to 
observe the autopsy of one, identified as AIKICHI 
KUBOYAMA, Japanese, who allegedly died of latent effects 
from Hydrogen bomb” fall-out” exposure.
My name had apparently been given to the Embassy as an 
individual acceptable to the Japanese to observe the post-
mortem examination. Upon arriving at the Japanese Hospital 
I met  Dr. Masao Tsuzuki, Prof. emeritus- Medicine, Tokyo 
University and also the Director of the Hospital- along with a 
representative of the Foreign Office and escorted the morgue.

James L. Hansen, Lt Colonel MC, Deputy Commanding Officer observed the autopsy by the 
coordination of American Embassy and Japanese Foreign Ministry. Hansen wrote as following,



Dear Jim:
“Congratulations on your handling of the press and your

statements in relation to the autopsy on the Japanese
fisherman. You may receive some adverse comment on your
statement but I personally think it was as tactful a
diplomatic statement as I could desire.”

On 30 September, 1954, Elert DeCoursey, the director of Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology, sent letter to Hansen as following,



““Congratulation for being present at the autopsy! 
Hope you can send us tissues” 

From Elbert DeCoursey, Brig Gen, MC, USA The Director of AFIP to Lt. Colonel James L. Hansen, M.C. 406th

Medical General Laboratory, Sep 30, 1954, File: Hansen: Japanese Fishing Boat ”Lucky Dragon” Autopsy 
Regarding Radiation Poisoning, 1954(NMHM Acc.#1998.0022), AFIP Historical File Box 63.Otis Historical 
Archives, National Museum of Health and Medicine, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington D.C. 



This tissue and a copy of the report made to the American
Ambassador are forwarded to the Armed Forces Institute of
pathology for final disposition. Although there has been no
assigned classification, it is to be handled as confidential.

The tissue received by me has not been sectioned in this
laboratory. There is no file material being retained. It is
requested that three sets of slides be returned along with three
copies of any report rendered by the Armed Forces Institutes of
Pathology to me.

From Hansen to DeCoursey, Dec 20, 1954, File: Hansen: Japanese Fishing Boat ”Lucky Dragon”
Autopsy Regarding Radiation Poisoning, 1954(NMHM Acc.#1998.0022), AFIP Historical File Box
63.Otis Historical Archives, National Museum of Health and Medicine, Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology, Washington D.C.



””I believe it is high unlikely that the hepatic lesion
could have been caused by irradiation alone or that
irradiation was the major factor in the hepatic lesion

The autopsy report on Mr. Kuboyama by Hansen dated 25 October, 1954
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