Preface

This is the English version report of the international collaboration, “Multi-side Approach to the
Realities of the Chernobyl NPP Accident: Summing-up of the Consequences of the Accident
Twenty Years” which was carried out in November 2004 — October 2006 supported by a research
grant from the Toyota Foundation. Twenty three articles are included about Chernobyl by authors of
various professions. The Japanese version was already published in August 2007, which contains 24
articles. (http://www.rri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/NSRG/tyt2004/CherTYT2004.htm) Out of them, 12 articles
are included in both versions.

As a specialist of nuclear engineering, | have been investigating the Chernobyl accident
since its beginning. Before the 20th anniversary of Chernobyl, | hoped to start a new project to try
to make an overview of “Chernobyl disaster” by collecting various viewpoints of persons who have
been involved in Chernobyl in their own ways: scientists, journalists, NGO activists, sufferers etc. |
thought that a new image of Chernobyl could be constructed through combining different
viewpoints. Fortunately the Toyota Foundation supported my proposal.

| think we could make a unique report about Chernobyl. In addition to this report, the
following two reports were already published through the previous collaborations:

» Research Activities about the Radiological Consequences of the Chernobyl NPS Accident and
Social Activities to Assist the Sufferers by the Accident. KURRI-KR-21, 1998.
http://www.rri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/NSRG/reports/kr21/KURRI-KR-21.htm
» Recent Research Activities about the Chernobyl NPP Accident in Belarus, Ukraine and Russia.
KURRI-KR-79, 2002
http://www.rri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/NSRG/reports/kr79/KURRI-KR-79.htm
I wish all these reports will be useful to young people who want to know about Chernobyl as well
as to the generation who are going to reconsider Chernobyl.

As the project leader, | would like to greatly appreciate authors of articles. At the same time,

| express my deep apology for delaying the publication.

Imanaka T.
May, 2008
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