Recent Resear ch Activities about the Chernobyl NPP Accident
in Belarus, Ukraine and Russia

Preface

Sixteen years have aready passed since the Chernobyl accident, the worst accident in the
history of nuclear energy development occurred in the former USSR on April 26, 1986. During
these years alarge amount of reports, papers and materials have been published about this accident.
There remain, however, many questions that were not yet answered and should be answered by
future researches.

Our group, Nuclear Safety Research Group of Research Reactor Institute, Kyoto University
has been involved in the task to assess the radiological consequences in case of large nuclear
accidents in Japan from 1970s. So our efforts to study the consequences by the Chernobyl accident
began from the next days after the accident.

During the first years after the accident, the information on Chernobyl was very limited. The
detailed situation about the radioactive contamination within the USSR territory at first appeared in
1989 with growing democratic movement in USSR. The break of USSR at the end of 1991
drastically changed the situation around Chernobyl problems. In 1993 our group had a chance to
collaborate with Belarusian scientists under a support from the Toyota foundation. This
collaboration was extended to a larger one in 1995-1997, getting cooperation with Ukrainian and
Russian scientists. Our former Chernobyl report, “Research Activities about the Radiological
Conseguences of the Chernobyl NPS Accident and Social Activities to Assist the Sufferers by the
Accident” (KURRI-KR-21, March 1998) was produced as a result of these programs.

Under the title, “Investigation of Research Activities about the Chernobyl NPP Accident in
Belarus, Ukraine and Russia’, we succeeded to get a new financial support for 2000 — 2002 from
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research of Japan Society for Promotion of Science (1.7, 2.0 and 1.9
million yen in 2000, 2001 and 2002, respectively). Compilation of a new Chernobyl report is one of
the main tasks in the new program. This report contains 22 articles by Belarusian, Ukrainian and
Russian scientists and one article by Imanaka.

The editor is sure that the contents of this report are useful not only to speciaists, but also to
all persons who have concern for the problem of Chernobyl. He is grateful to colleagues of Nuclear
Safety Research Group for their continuous encouragements and to staffs of Research Reactor
Institute, Kyoto University for various conveniences during the course of the present study.

ImanakaT.
Research Reactor Institute,

Kyoto University

July 2002
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