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Preface
Twenty years have passed since the Chernobyl NPP accident occurred in April, 1986. As a

specialist on nuclear engineering, | have been studying on this accident these 20 years because it
was our first experience indicating what would actually occur as a result of a large-scale nuclear
power plant accident. At the early stage of my involvement, | thought that the Chernobyl accident
could become clear by investigating what causes triggered it, how much radioactivities were
released, how much radiation the people received and what kind of health consequences could be.
Ten years after, | strongly realized that the nature of the Chernobyl disaster could not be
understood by such scientific approaches. Sciences do not have an effective methodology to deal
with human factors such as angers and grieves, which constitute the most important part of
Chernobyl sufferers.

For the coming 20th anniversary of Chernobyl, | considered to start up a new project to
summarize viewpoints of various people who have been involved in Chernobyl in their own
ways: scientists, journalists, NGO activists, sufferers etc. | thought new images of Chernobyl
could be constructed through combining different viewpoints. Fortunately our new project
succeeded in a research-grant from the Toyota Foundation (November 2004 — October 2006: 7
million yen).

This report contains the results of our collaboration works during these two years. Various
authors wrote articles about their own experiences, which made this report to be a unique one
among lots of materials about Chernobyl. We wish this report will be useful to young people who
do not know about Chernobyl as well as to old generation who want to reconsider Chernobyl. As
the tem leader, |1 would like to greatly appreciate collaboration members as well as other authors
of articles and the people who helped us, including stuff of the Toyota Foundation.

Imanaka T.
August, 2007
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Multi-side Approach to the Realities of the Chernobyl NPP Accident
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- Hlustrations are obtained from Chernobyl Children’s Fund.
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